A Walkers’ Paradise.

By E. J. ROBERTS.

NE of Grantown’s out-
standing  advantages,
whether from a resi-

dential or a holiday-maker’s
point of view, is that it offers
to walkers the ‘* freedom of
the compass.”” They may
roam as they please in any
direction—along the riverside,
through the pinewoods, over
the moors. Hence the number
and variety of walks available
—from a gentle stroll along
GENERAL WADE’S ROAD. the levels near at hand to a
strenuous hike over the hills—
are well-nigh unlimited. A few of the possibilities are outlined in the follow-
ing paragraphs. The distances given (approximate estimates) are in each case
for the complete journey, starting from and returning to The Square.

THE RIVERSIDE. The Spey can be reached in seven minutes’ easy walking
from The Square via Forest Road and ** General Wade’s Road,”” or from the
Strathspey Hotel corner via Spey Avenue and The Approach. A popular
round is to cross the river either by the new or by the old bridge and return
by the other (2 miles). The course of the river can be followed up or down
on either side by the road or by the water's edge. Its swiftly flowing waters
and wooded banks, abounding in bird-life, offer endless fascination. Scotland
has no more beautiful river than the Spey, and the Spey has no more beautiful
stretch than the three miles from Tarigmhor to Craig Roy. Alternative ways of
approaching it by paths through the woods at various points may be discovered by
the exploring visitor.

Craic Roy, where the bank becomes a bluff giving abruptly on to the river,
can be reached by cutting across the golf links from the Club House, entering
the woods by a gate and following the main path. The return journey can be
made up river to the old bridge, or, if preferred, by skirting the edge of the
woods. (4 miles.)

VIEw PoOINT.
A clearing on the
hill - side (altitude
1200 feet), from
which one looks out
over the tree-tops
upon a matchless
panorama from Ben
Rinnes, in Banff-
shire, on the left
(2755 feet), along
the whole range of
the Cromdales and
the Cairngorms.
Leave the town by
the Forres road.
About 300 yards past

the hospital tumn RIVERSIDE.
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to the left under
the railway.  Keep
going upwards,
bearing to the left.

n emerging from
the trees the mason-
work pillar  with
dial-plate  (enabling
the various peaks to
be identified), which
marks View Point,
will be found on the
right.  To return,
continue downhill
overhﬁeldsl, re-cross-
AT D s e e 2 ing the railway under
ON THE WAY To GLENBEG. Dublilechd - bis e,

when a direct road, Seafield Avenue, leads back to the Square. (215 miles.)

GLEN BeG. Leave the town by Grant Road (first to the left of Seafield
Avenue), turning off either at the Coppice Hotel or Arashiyama House. Follow
footpath through fields and the Bechan Wood, across the railway line and then
up the hillside. After crossing a peaty bog by means of a stone causeway,
bear to the left, and then follow path upwards to the right as far as a wooden
seat facing over the Glen to the Caimgorms—another superb view. In returning,
fo]llow; down line of glen until main road south of Grantown is reached. (4
miles.

BEN MHOR. Cross Glen Beg and follow the road to the farm. Then
climb the moor to the summit of the hill (1545 feet). Here one feels that one
is on the roof of Scotland—so sweeping is the view in all directions. (6 miles.)

LOCHINDORB can be reached by a track across the mcors beyond the
keeper’s house above Glen Beg. The track is none to easy to find and follow
at points. But this is a day’s outing (16 miles) well worth taking. From the
highest point (above Loch-an-Dhian) an unrivalled view is to be had, comprising
the Cairngorms to the south, the Monadhliadh mountains to the west, and the
Black Isle and the hills of Ross-shire across the Moray Firth to the north. Instead
of returning the same way, the road along the
lochside can be followed until Dava is reached,
from which station (if one is careful as to the
time) a train back to Grantown can be had.
This shortens the walk by six or seven miles.
Or one can, of course, start out by train to
Dava in the morning, and return over the
moors.

CROMDALE. L.eave Square at north-east
comer beside Court House. Turn right after
passing tennis courts. On reaching woods
leave road by first gate on right.  Follow
path through woods to river. Cross via
Cromdale Bridge. Return by main Ballin-
dalloch road and old or new bridge. Or

reverse. (8 miles.)

HunTLY’s CaVE, the traditional hiding-
place of the second Marquis of Huntly when [E558 _
pursued by the Earl of Argyll, is about 314 TuLcHan FaLLs. AL
miles from Grantown. Follow the Forres

30



road uphill until a style and
sign-post on the right are
reached.  Then cross the
railway, and the cave (or what
remains of it) is amid rugged
crags on the steep side of the
glen. The homeward journey
can be made down the glen
and via Lynemore, but the
- . way is rather difficult to
IN THE PNe Woops. trace.

Walks further afield are easily accessible by using car, ’bus or train to
such places as Nethybridge (for the Abernethy Forest), Aviemore (for the
Cairngorms, the Lairig Ghru, the Pass of Revoan, Loch-an-Eilan, Loch
Eanaich, Loch Morlich, etc.), Advie (for Glen Tulchan, Dunphail—thence
follow the Findhorn to Forres).

For further guidance, the map facing page 28 should be consulted.

As extensive damage and loss to woods and
moorlands has been occasioned by un-
authorised lighting of fires by picnic parties
and by the throwing away of lighted matches
and cigarette ends, the lighting of fires is
prohibited, and the public are earnestly re-
quested, especially in dry weather, to exercise
the greatest care to prevent the outbreak of
fire in the woods and on the moors.

To All Concerned.

When ’mid scenes that are lovely you take
a day out,

FPray scatter no rubbishy litter about.

Glass, paper, cardboard (both coloured and
white),

Carefully stow it away out of sight.
Try to be tidy, in spirit and letter,
Whether you travel afool or by car;

For if you can’t help to make things any
better,

At least you can leave them no worse than
they are.

KILINTRA.
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